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Canada Research Chair awarded to BC researcher improving mobility for people with disabilities

October 12, 2011 7:00 am PST 

Vancouver, BC— Dr Jaimie Borisoff, a researcher with ICORD and the British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT), has been named a Canada Research Chair for his work in Rehabilitation Engineering Design at BCIT.  Started in 2000 by the Federal Government, the awards are given to exceptional emerging researchers, acknowledged by their peers as having the potential to lead in their field. The award of  $100,000 annually for five years will support Dr Borisoff’s work in the research and development of assistive technology for people with disabilities.
Dr Borisoff and his team focus on technology that allows for inclusiveness and access for anyone with  mobility impairments. Borisoff created the ElevationTM wheelchair, which allows the user to adjust the chair and backrest in real-time throughout the day. “The wheelchair was born from my own experiences using conventional wheelchairs,” says Borisoff, a former national wheelchair basketball competitor.  “For sports or activities that you need greater speed and stability, you want to be lower to the ground. But when you want to make eye contact while talking to someone who is standing up, or reach for something on a shelf, then a conventional wheel chair can’t help you. Elevation allows you a greater range of motion and capabilities.” 
Dr Borisoff’s path to Rehabilitation Engineering was prompted when his own spinal cord was injured in a car accident while he was a student in Engineering Physics at UBC. He went on to earn a PhD in Neuroscience and to do postgraduate research with the Neil Squire Society on assistive devices for people with disabilities. As a graduate student, he studied spinal cord regeneration at ICORD, a world leading health research centre focused on spinal cord injury located at Vancouver General Hospital. 
His current projects include working with Occupational Therapists at ICORD to implement a wheelchair activity monitor that will log how people use the Elevation wheelchair throughout the day in order to make any refinements and to demonstrate changes to the user’s quality of life. His team is also focusing on improving home access for people with mobility challenges and are creating a prototype of a new lift. 
As a Canada Research Chair, Dr. Borisoff will maintain two labs, one at ICORD, and a new lab at BCIT in Rehabilitation Engineering Design. Dr. Borisoff and his team will draw on a wide range of experts that include human factor engineers, product developers, technicians, neuroscientists, and occupational therapists to develop innovative rehabilitation tools. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Whether someone has a spinal cord injury, is elderly, or is using a stroller, entrances to buildings can often present unnecessary access challenges,” says Borisoff.  “What is great about working with research teams at BCIT and ICORD is that we have access to a huge range of skills to create solutions for mobility issues.” 
Dr Borisoff’s research also receives support from the Rick Hansen Foundation and Rick Hansen Institute.
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NOTE TO EDITORS Media Interviews are available 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Rhian Walker, Media Relations
604-617-6955
Cheryl Niamath, Communications & Administration
ICORD - 604-675-8844 - niamath@icord.org

ICORD is a world leading health research centre focused on spinal cord injury. From the lab-based cellular level of understanding injury to rehabilitation and recovery, our researchers are dedicated to the development and translation of more effective strategies to promote prevention, functional recovery, and improved quality of life after spinal cord injury. Located at Vancouver General Hospital in the Blusson Spinal Cord Centre, ICORD is supported by UBC Faculty of Medicine and Vancouver Coastal Health Research Institute. Visit www.icord.org.
Lisa Carver, Communications & Public Affairs
VCH/VCH Research Institute - 604 875-4111 x 61777 or 604 319-7533 – lisa.carver@vch.ca

Dave Pinton, Media Relations Manager                                                                                                                       The British Columbia Institute of Technology  - 604 432-8306 or 778 928-2288  dave_pinton@bcit.ca

BCIT offers degrees, diplomas and certificates in a variety of studies. BCIT educates 48,000 full and part-time students annually in six schools:  business; computing and academic studies; construction and the environment; health sciences; manufacturing, electronics and industrial processes; and transportation. Please visit bcit.ca for more information.
For more information about the Elevation Wheelchair visit  http://www.useyourinstinct.com/elevation.php
For more information about the Canada Research Chair program visit  http://www.chairs-chaires.gc.ca/about_us-a_notre_sujet/index-eng.aspx
For more information about the Rick Hansen Institute, visit http://www.rickhanseninstitute.org

For more information about the Rick Hansen Foundation, visit http://www.rickhansen.com/
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